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INTRODUCTION

A source of strength and font of reciprocal help.

Extract from the Decree Vestustum et praeclarum of the
25" Many 1958 : “So that the members of the family of St
Angela will not only aim at perfection but also at reciprocal
help and charity; this Holy Congregation constitutes and
approves the Federation of Companies of the Daughters of
St. Angela Merici ”.

Source of Strength: the Federation of the Companies
was and still is an invigorating and innovative source of
strength.

A source of strength both when there were many
members, reaching thousands in number and when the number
was much smaller, which made it easier and quicker for us to
get to know each other and find the way back to our origins
with renewed enthusiasm.

A source of strength when the seeds of the Company
flourished from Italy and Europe and formed sprouting roots in
America, Africa, Asia...

A source of strength because Christ, our common
Lover, is the source; because St. Angela and Her Rule are the
source and we have respected and followed that rule faithfully
and with joy, we have rediscovered it and lived it.

A source of strength because the tree which now has
many shoots, was planted in 1500 and its origin is deeply
rooted in our history. It is also a source which brings new
hope; 50 years ago its roots started to blossom, yet it was
faithful to its origins and rediscovered its charism and
originality.



A font of reciprocal help: The Federation is the
foundation of reciprocal help for all the sisters and Companies
spread in the world united together in the same charism.

A font of reciprocal help, which enables us to live the
Merician charism faithfully, sustains our spirituality and helps
us to face new challenges...

A font of reciprocal help to increase fraternal
community among the members of the Company, giving them
the opportunity to meet, help each other and exchange views
and experiences...

A font of reciprocal help that enables us to pray and
pray for each other, to respect and collaborate with each other.

A font of reciprocal help to attain holiness and be a
strong witness in the church and in the world.

A source of strength and font of reciprocal help; this is
the aim of this issue of IN THE SAME CHARISM... With a
responsibility that will help us to live a full-consecrated life,
allow us to experience the emotions of the Jubilee and
encourage us to realize that even though we are a small group
we can achieve great things because the Merician world knows
no boundaries.

Let us all together thank the Lord for our vocation and
for the gift of the Federation because we are proud belonging
to that old and esteemed Institute “and of being the daughters
of that meek and gentle Mother and foundress Angela Merici”.

Caterina Dalmasso



A THOUGHT FROM THE PRESIDENT

1956 2008

“VETUSTUM ET PRAECLARUM INSTITUTUM”

“The COMPANY OF SAINT URSOLA”, an old and
esteemed institute, has Saint Angela Merici as a very gentle
Mother and Foundress. She was providentially sent to the
church towards the middle of the 16" century to form and
unite a federation of lay persons who were eager to
consecrate themselves to God and live in the world as
Evangelic Counsellors.

These are the solemn words found at the beginning of
the Decree of the Sacred Congregation for religious people of
that time, which authorised the Federation of the Companies.

It is always pleasant to go back to one’s roots; to trace
the origins, to be able to clearly understand God’s plan, to
acknowledge that this was His will.

One cannot help but wonder why, although full of great
difficulties, trials and suffering, God’s plans are always
accomplished; could it be that this is exactly why they do
succeed?

Saint Angela a forerunner

As | read the decree for the first time, the words of the
Sacred Congregation, that is the Church, have a deeper
“Intuitive meaning”.

The decree, issued 50 years ago, is still valid today for
our institute, for all the Companies and therefore for each and
every one of us.



“At that time, the scope to set up the Institute was
unique, even today we still look up to Saint Angela Merici as
a forerunner and a person inspired by the Holy Spirit to
establish a secular institute where one could aim and really
attain a life of perfection in the world”.

Novelty in the Church

With this document secular institutes have been
officially recognized by the Church and they were included in
the Code of Canon Law.

“The Companies were founded and renovated when
the Code of Canon Law was very rigid and no Canonical
state of perfection was recognized unless the profession was
made in a religious order or congregation. It is useless to try
to find the juridical order of any other religious congregation
in the Companies of Saint Angela. The best way to
understand the Rule on which the Institute was established is
found in “Provida Mater”, a document of the Church dated
2" February 1947”.

The Federation; a unique Institute

The Church heeded the pleas of the leaders of the
numerous Italian Companies who, for a long time, had been
asking to be all united into one Federation and strive on their
path to holiness sharing the same charism.

“Therefore, after careful examination, the
Congregation for Institutes of Consecrated Life and Societies
of Apostolic life, with the present decree, approves the text of
the Constitutions so that the members of the family of Saint
Angela will not aim only at perfection but also at reciprocal
help and charity; this Congregation constitutes and approves
the Federation of Companies”.



Today

The past 50 years have been an increasing experience of
unity for the Federation. Reciprocal help and being familiar
with and participating in the events of the diocesan and inter
diocesan Companies have increased the unity among us.

Not withstanding the trials and difficulties we meet with
when trying to accomplish the works of the Lord, we are now
passing through a very fruitful season which enables us to see
our institute advancing with an open mind in the world, in the
service of the Lord.

It is not for us to decide the length of time needed to
fulfil God’s work, all this is done according to His will; all we
have to do is believe and work hard together to inspire hope in
others.

Our Holy Mother and Foundress will accompany us and
we will hear her words echoing “He will never abandon this
Company as long as the world lasts”. (Last Legacy 7)

Maria Razza



A FEW POINTS FOR REFLECTION
FROM THE ECCLESIASTICAL ASSISTANT

The Eucharist A Living Existence in the Consecrated
Person in the World

Lately | had the time to think deeply about a very
meaningful expression found in the Letter to the Hebrews (Heb
2, 17): “to become a High Priest, it was essential that Christ
should be made completely like His brothers”.

It is understood that by “completely” one does not refer
only to the human nature Christ acquired through the
Incarnation but also and above all the difficult and humiliating
aspects of our life: the trials, the suffering and death. Christ
“experienced” (Heb 2,9) the bitter taste of death and through
His suffering He was made perfect (Heb 2,10). “For the
suffering He Himself passed through while being put to the test
enables Him to help others when they are being put to the
test.” (Heb 2, 18).

Christ was a priest not because of His great deeds or
because He rendered invaluable service in the temple, but
because He led a simple everyday life that was not even worth
mentioning, so much so that very little is said about Christ’s
life in the Gospels. Much importance, however, is given to the
solidarity that Christ shares with men, especially those living in
a pitiful state; He never hesitated to touch lepers or heal the
sick (Mk 1, 41), He ate with sinners and publicans, died on
Mount Calvary with the condemned, suffering the most painful
and humiliating execution — the cross. Far from seeking a
prestigious position for Himself, emptied Himself taking the
form of a slave, becoming as human beings are and being in
every way like a human being, He was humbler yet even to
accepting death, death on a Cross He “” (Ph 2,7-8) thus



becoming “thus becoming completely like His brothers.” (Heb
2,17).

The meaning of Christ’s ‘consecrated priesthood’ lies in
this way of living and dying. It was something unheard of, an
exacting novelty, which made it difficult for the world to
understand the meaning of priesthood. Because of all this, the
word sacrifice and the offering itself were given a new
meaning.

Christ’s Sacrifice. By His death, Christ changed His whole
life. His sacrifice consisted in giving in to God’s will, and
submitting with grateful love to what was asked of Him, how
different this is to the way man tries to manipulate God’s will.
By becoming an obedient slave Christ has become “the source
of eternal salvation” (Heb 5, 9) for all of us.

The meaning of the offering. The letter to the Hebrews
shows us how the old sacrificial rite in the temple was
surpassed. “None of the gifts and sacrifices offered under these
regulations can possibly bring any worshipper to perfection in
his conscience, they are rules about outward life” (Heb 9, 10),
The High Priests took in the “blood of goats and bull calves”
to the altar. They were only performing outward rites. These
liturgical rites could not really reach God and were not
beneficial to the person offering the sacrifice. On the other
hand, Christ offered Himself. Out of love, He put Himself at
the Lord’s disposition and “offered Himself” (Heb 9, 14).
These words were also said during the Last Supper: ‘My body
given for you, my blood poured out for you”. (Lk 22, 19-20)
Therefore He did not offer the “blood of goats and bull
calves”, but His own blood” (Heb 9, 12) like a “blameless
lamb” (Heb 9, 14), “holy, innocent and uncontaminated,” (Heb
7, 26), and thus free from our “weakness with sin” (Heb 4, 15).




The New Fruit of His Suffering. Fortified by the Holy Spirit,
Christ had the inner strength in His life, especially during the
Last Supper and His death on Calvary. He was able to change
His life and His death as a condemned person into a perfect
offering of submission to God’s will, thus being a gift of
salvation for all men. This spiritual strength has managed to
change Christ’s life and death into a sacrifice which was
pleasing to God and was capable of re-establishing the unity
between God and men, (meaning also the forgiveness and
atonement of sin), this offering was the result of a strenuous
struggle, this transformation was obtained through suffering
and tears.

Christ also had our frail weak human nature, and found
Himself in a grievous and painful situation; that of a man
fighting against death: “He offered up prayer and entreaty,
with loud cries and with tears to the One who had the power to
save Him from death” (Heb 5, 7). Christ’s offering became real
by means of prayers and entreaties to God: “Father, for You,
everything is possible. Take this cup away from me. But it is as
You, not I, would have it” (MK 14, 36). Jesus Christ offered His
anguished human nature to God’s will, therefore to the will of
the Holy Spirit, who urged Him on to love “to the end” (Jn.
13, 1) and He became “the source of eternal salvation” (Heb.
5, 9) for all of us.

This is the sacrifice of the “New Covenant”, linked to
the gift of the Holy Spirit that makes even us capable of
obeying God, changing our hearts with the power of the Holy
Spirit. For our sake, Christ received the gift of the Holy Spirit
in His human heart and allowed the Holy Spirit to change it.
God cannot accept offerings if these veil wayward sentiments.

God cannot accept our offering unless we offer our
whole being. Christ offered Himself: «Here | am Lord, ready
to give in to your will ». Christ’s offering came straight from
the heart; He gave Himself fully in all that He did during His
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life and in His final suffering on the cross. This is a perfect
example of what our daily offering should be.

Offering ourselves is of vital importance because it
helps us understand God’s will for us and live accordingly. If
we unite ourselves to Him, He who offered Himself for us, our
hearts will become full of the Holy Spirit and will be fitting “to
do His will” and be worth of salvation.

What is new in all this? Christ, as a priest offered
Himself and this offering is an act of submission to God and
solidarity with sinners.

In the Old Testament, it seemed necessary to fight
sinners in order to be close to God. Christ however understood
that the mission His Father had assigned Him was to ‘“save
what was lost” (Lk 19, 10), and announced, “What pleases Me
IS mercy, not sacrifice; indeed, I came to call not the upright
but sinners” (Mt 9, 13). His filial submission did not hinder His
solidarity towards sinners but urged Him on “till His hour had
come to pass from this world to the Father.” (Jn. 13, 1).

In order to unite Himself fully to the love of God the
Father, Christ gave up His life for his brothers who were
sinners. In order to save His brothers, Christ obeyed the
Father. “Even to accepting death, death on the Cross” (Ph.2,
8). Christ’s priestly offering bonds the meaning of how far love
can stretch; the love of God and the love of one’s neighbour.

Thanks to Him, imitating Him and in communion with
Him, all Christians can change their daily life full of little
meaningless actions, suffering, deprivation and solitude, in an
offering that is pleasing to God. This is the real meaning of the
word “Eucharist” which exists in each and every one of us, no
matter how we live and act, as is written in St. Paul’s letter to
the Romans “to offer your bodies as a living sacrifice,
dedicated and acceptable to God: that is the kind of worship
foryou”. (Rm 12, 1).

Don Adriano Tessarollo
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FROM THE RULE OF SAINT ANGELA MERICI
A few points for reflection....

PROLOGUE, 26-32

Spending our life in consolation
“And we shall even spend this very
short life of ours in consolation...”

“A thousand years are to You like a
yesterday, which has passed like a watch of
the night...The span of our lives is 70 years —
80 for those who are strong — but their whole
extent is anxiety and trouble, they are over in
a moment and we are gone”. (Ps. 90 4,10)

Irrespective of the number of years we live, these pass
quickly and our life on Earth is very short even though we
know that we are on a very long journey that has no end,.

Saint Angela promises us a life full of consolation... how
will our life be?

Why is it that very often we feel crushed by our suffering
and it seems that only perils and difficulty exist in our lives?

It is perhaps because we have been led astray from that
way of life which is beneficial for us; from the rule which
allows us to live from this day onwards as real spouses of the
Most High.

A life full of consolation on one condition.: “strive to
observe the Rule” (Counsels 5,27)

A life full of consolation because the Bridegroom cares
for us; “For you must know this and hold it for certain, that He
will never fail to provide for their needs, material as well as
spiritual”.(Counsels 4 ,T)

A life that is full of hope: “They must not lose hope.
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How many Lords, Queens and other great persons there are
who, with the many riches and possessions they have, will not
be able to find true relief in some extreme need and yet these
little ones, poor as they are, will find consolation and
comfort.” (Counsels 5, 32-34).

Our Ways...

“Our every sorrow and sadness will be turned into joy
and gladness and we shall find the thorny and stony paths
blossoming for us and covered with paving of finest gold”.

Our life will be full of consolation because our sorrow and
sadness will be turned to joy and gladness. Winter will not last
forever and after a harsh winter, spring will be more beautiful;
dawn will be brighter following the evening of the
Crucifixion...

The roads we follow on earth are full of thorns and
stones... but it is precisely these roads, not the better ones or
those others have taken that will bloom and have linings of fine
gold.

Yet at times we do not see the blossoms, we do not see the
gold shining, because we have been looking elsewhere and
have been trying to find our consolation from other things

Once more, Saint Angela is very realistic; she invites us to
follow in the footsteps of the Groom and tread on His way, this
will help us to roam the streets of the world and see and
appreciate the wonderful things created by love... wonders that
are at times hidden but are always present in our life.

A heavenly life ...

“For the angels of eternal life will be with us; that is as
far as we share in an angelic life”.

We shall merit this heavenly company only if we lead a
heavenly life. Leading a life here on earth but looking towards
heaven; being considerate in our actions yet active in our
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considerations.

The Rule... a gift we receive and embrace...
“Come then, let us all embrace this Holy Rule which God in
His grace has offered us”.

This is our aim; our objectives have been set!

This is an earnest exhortation which sounds like an
advice but is also a gentle command and in reality needs
strength and a strong will to put into practice; with
determination let us strive on our way: “Come on then!” ...
Now is the time.

Remember Saint Angela is there to help us ... she did
not write the Rule for others to observe but prepared it well to
lead us to become real spouses of The Saviour.

If the Rule leads us to the Bridegroom, Saint Angela
will surely help us accept and observe it. She is also with us to
help us understand that she is not the author of the Rule and
The Foundress of The Company, these are a gift, a special
grace from the Lord and so we must accept and live them.

Let us be brave...

“And armed with its sacred precepts, let us behave so
bravely that we too like holy Judith having courageously cut off
the head of Holofernes, that is of the devil, may return
graciously to our heavenly home, where from everyone in
heaven and on earth great glory and triumph will burst forth
for us”.

We have an invisible weapon; this is found in the
commandment of love.

We have the necessary weapons, “the precepts” found in
the Rule.

We need not be afraid of our enemies, of the devil, of the
dangers and our misfortunes, let us bravely face them. We
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cannot let things go by as though nothing is happening.... we
must know and understand evil to be able to face it and win it.

This is possible, because He who is with us, has
conquered the world.

Saint Angela wants us to be loving, pleasant and gentle;
yet, at the same time, she urges us to be bold, courageous and
to strive on.

We are pilgrims roaming the streets of the world, we
know the point of our departure and the place where we have to
return to.... our dwelling is in Heaven. Our daily acts of faith,
day after day, help us to reach our goal: towards heavenly glory
and praise from heaven and earth.

How to live now...

“And now therefore, all of you, please be attentive with
great and eager hearts”.

Saint Angela makes us yearn for the joys of heaven where
all of us, one after the other, will be crowned with a new joyful
glory. Keeping this in mind, she asks us to live our life on earth
to the full.

What she asks us is not to lose our way, to be always

attentive, that is to be vigilant and persevering, she asks us to
use all our ways and means, like an attentive loving bride who
follows her bridegroom.
How are we to live now? With a great and eager heart, a heart
that is faithful in the little daily things, deserving even from
now to live in close communion with God.... knowing too well
that we will be closest to Him in the Heavenly Jerusalem,
where “great glory and triumph will burst forth for us”.

Kate
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RECIPROCAL HELP BUT DONE VERY DISCRETELY

In the “Prologue" of the “Counsels addressed to the
Leaders” I am aware of a rustling sound like the beating of
wings. | find myself part of the vision of Brudazzo that Saint
Angela had while she was praying. She had a vision of a flight
of stairs that led to heaven, thus joining heaven and earth, with
angels and virgins climbing up and down. Immediately she
understood that God had chosen her for a particular purpose.

Angela accomplished fully what God had called her for
in her youth when she was nearing the end of her life. By being
docile and allowing God to lead her, Saint Angela made it
possible for the Company of Saint Ursula to flourish.

Each one of us is very dear to God and He loves us
beyond measure because He has chosen each one of us to be
His “bride” and we are called to help our sisters and lead “a life
as brides of Christ”.

Saint Angela tells us “to be faithful and full of concern
for His spouses (of Christ) who have been entrusted to you to
guard them and watch over them as most vigilant shepherds
and good servants”. (Prologue 5, 6).

She asks us to watch over them with tender loving care
as a mother would and with the discretion of Angels.

She shows us what is expected of us. "There cannot be
another task more worthy than to be guardians of the spouses
of the Most High.”. (Prologue 8).

We are all bound to one another and are called to care
for each other.

Somebody might say it is a difficult task. Let me
answer you by quoting Saint Angela:

"And this charge must not be a burden for you; on the
contrary you have to thank God most greatly that He has
deigned to see to it that you are among those He wants to
spend themselves in governing and safeguarding such a
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treasure of His own. Grace certainly great and destiny
inestimable, if you are willing to recognize it”. (Prologue 12,
13).

The way Saint Angela asks us to behave towards the
sisters of the Company must also be extended to all human
beings.

Our humble, loving, prompt care, towards others will
become our new way of living.

In this way, we will give proof of our love for our
Spouse and our sisters will be able to feel His presence because
of us.

Maria T.

DOCUMENT FROM THE FIFTH CELAM
CONFERENCE, AT APARECIDA (May 2007)

We have received from our dear Marie-Nicole a
summary of the document which recalls an extrardinary event,
the fifth CELAM Conference (Latin-American Episcopal
Council), which took place at Aparecida, Brazil, last May. The
episcopal conferences of the entire continent and the Pope
himself participated in it. We happily present this contribution
as a window on globalization and in connection with our
Companions in Brazil.

In 2007, the fifth Congress was decreed with the
agreement of Pope Benedict XVI, who gave it the theme
“Disciples and missionaries of Jesus Christ” and chose
Aparecida, Brazil, as the site of the gathering.

Above all, it is in sequence with other conferences. The
document is divided in three parts: Seeing, Judging, Acting.
The first two chapters concern reality from the perspective of
disciples and missionaries chosen by Christ.
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The first chapter is a hymn of prais and thanksgiving to
God. It expresses the joy of being a disciple and reaffirms the
Church’s mission of evangelization. It may be summarized as
“Christians are bearers of the ‘Good News’ for all humanity.”

The second chapter is about seeing the light of the Spirit
in the “signs of the times”: globalization, science, technology,
etc.

The third chapter treats human dignity, life, family, the
work which enobles the human person. It leads us into the
following chapter on the necessity of holiness for disciples.
God alone is holy, uniquely holy, but in manifesting himself in
a place, he makes that place holy. All that belongs to God is
holy, and by our Baptism we belong to God, whence comes the
requirement for our holiness: WE MUST BE SAINTS ... But
how to become saints?

This is the work of the Holy Spirit, and we are called to
be missionary disciples of Jesus Christ and to enter into a
trinitarian communion within the Church. “The Eucharist leads
to the Christian initiation into fullness; it is the central point
and the end point of all sacramental life” (SC 17).

By the Eucharist we are called to live in communion.
The Church is a “community of love”; it attracts others when it
lives in communion (Romans 12:4-13; John 13:34). The
document insists upon the charism of the laity, of the secular.
To be lay, to be secular, is to live in the world; we have a
responsibility to transform the world. To respond personally to
this responsibility, we must have a personal encounter with
Jesus, risen and in the spirit. The disciple encounters the Lord,
comes to know the Lord, and is converted. The disciple
contemplates the Lord, and from that experience takes
responsibility for the mission received. A Catholic is one who
is impassioned about Jesus Christ, who is open, and who takes
action.

18



The last four chapters are devoted to the activity of the
missionary disciple. The Lord’s joy is for all. Jesus brings us
salvation but takes nothing away from human life. Life in Jesus
Christ includes the joy of sharing a meal together.

Our fidelity to the Gospel requires that we proclaim the
truth about being human and about the dignity of every human
person. Jesus Christ is the human face of God and the divine
face of humanity.

The document’s section 396 calls for Christians to be
committed unto to the point of martrydom. Section 402 insists
on the globalization of solidarity, manifested toward the new
outcasts. Chapter 1X is devoted to the family. We are shaped
by our families. It recalls the importance of marriage, of
covenant, a sign of God’s love for humanity and of Jesus
Christ’s offering for his spouse, the Church. Fatherhood,
motherhood, relationships with parents and with siblings, and
responsibility are manifested within this covenant.

The next two look at a better society. The text treats the
positive aspect followed by the negative aspect of each item,
and a practical, pastoral orientation to remedying what is
wrong or lacking. The last chapter takes a positive look at
different forms of culture on the continent. “Faith is properly
professed, committed to, lived, only when it deeply penetrates
a people’s culture” (John Paul II to the World Congress of
Movements and Cultural Action, Jan. 1, 1982).

The conclusion reaffirms that all the baptized are called
to “begin anew, setting out from Christ.”

With eyes fixed on Christ, directed by the Spirit and the
Virgin Mary, we repeat with ardor and love: “Stay with us,
Lord, for the day is coming to an end” (Luke 24:29).

M. Nicole Jeandot
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Thank You Saint Angela

I am glad that | have discovered
you

That I have been called to be one of
your daughters.

Why me?

There lies within the heart,

the deepest place where one sees
closest to Him.

I am neither the prettiest

Nor the holiest,

not even the most intelligent, but I am
the person

God had in mind since the very
beginning.

You have called me in a way

That only You are capable of,

You have reached my innermost
feelings and touched my heart.

You have charmed me and won me
over.

| was not aware of my existence
before | discovered you,

now you have given me a name,
a dignity,

and have made me fall in love
with Him.

You see me now in love with the
Beloved One as He would like
me to be.

Thank you for calling me

"in the name of the Holy and
Invisible Trinity”.

It is only through that name

and in that name that I exist,

this is my only reason for existing.
I live in the Holy Trinity,

yet | form part of the world,

like a bridge linking heaven

and earth,

that which is divine and human,

| exist because of the deep love
Which binds the bride to the
groom.

Only you could have thought of
such a special family,

where all the members are linked
with an invisible everlasting bond.
Only you could have given us trust,
courage, hope and strength,

only you could have transmitted

a sense of kindness,

tenderness and firmness

which are typical of a mother.
Only you could have been

and are such a mother.

Help me to become the saint

you are.

Thank you Saint Angela.

(lleana Maffoni)
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50th ANNIVERSARY OF THE FEDERATION

Desenzano
30.08.1967
Reunion of the
Council of the
Federation with
the Bishop of
Brescia Mons.
Morstabilini
and his assistant,
Mons. Affolti,

MY FEELINGS AT THE FIRST ENCOUNTERS

During the Congress of all the Companies of Saint
Ursula held in Rome in August 1966, it was decided that the
President should be present on the Council Meetings for all the
Companies of the Federation. The Congregation for the
Religious members and the members of the Secular Institutes
wanted 2 non Italian members to be present for the Council
Meetings besides the 10 Italian members from different
Companies. (These were Denise Bouquier, from France and the
undersigned, from Germany.) On the 3™ August 1967, | was
invited by His Excellency Mons. Morstabilini for the first
meeting of the 12 members to be held on the 30" August 1967
in Desenzano for the election of the President and her closest
collaborators.

I was moved by this unexpected invitation and in the
meetings of the subsequent years, | was blessed with many
experiences of fraternal closeness in the name of Saint Angela.
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40 years later, 1 find myself writing about my first
experience of the Council of the Federation and | do so with
great gratitude.

After the reunion of the 30" August 1967, | found
myself all alone at the railway station of Desenzano because |
had to be back in my office in Augsburg the following day.
The train was late and as a result, | missed the connection from
Verona. | got out of the station at Trento and walked to Saint
Angela House where | was welcomed to wait until after
midnight when | was accompanied by Elena and Maria Teresa
to the station to catch the 1.53 a.m. train.

When | arrived in Augsburg, | went straight to my
office and managed to arrive only five minutes late. Nobody
said anything, because | had told no one about my new duty
and where | had been. During the day, | had to fight back my
longing to sleep and today | am glad to be able to tell you about
the kindness shown to me by those two sisters, a kindness
which is still shown in different ways up to the present day.

Teresa Hofle

THE JUBILEE OF THE FEDERATION
A testimony

The Federation of our Company owes its beginning to
the Decree "Vetustum et Praeclarum Institutum" of the 25th
May 1958. It was a slow and laborious process with frequent
meetings between the Directresses of the larger Companies of
that time. There were also continuous contacts between the
Holy See and Monsignor Giovanni Battista Fedrizzi, Spiritual
Director of the Company of Trento, who had previously
gathered documentation from the Italian Companies he had
visited.

When the Federation was set up, there were secular
members only in Italy, Switzerland, France and Malta; there
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were a few sisters in Canada, Brazil and apparently even in
Greece. And now, we are spread all over the world, yet, are
united like one big family and happily meet once a year to
share international news of visits, telephone calls and letters,
thus quenching our thirst by drinking from the genuine fount of
the Merican Charism.

Like Our Lady we can really sing the Magnificat: “God,
my Saviour, has looked upon the humiliation of His servant”
(Lk 1.47): the little seed has become a big tree whose branches
have spread everywhere, branches which provide a